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INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE, FALL 2016 - 2017 
Judith M. DeWoskin: email: dewoskin@aaps.k12.mi.us 
  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 Introduction to Literature is a one-semester course for ninth graders.  We read from a wide range 
of genres: novels, short stories, poetry and plays, with emphasis on literary devices.  Readings include 
Blind, a packet of short stories, The Catcher in the Rye, Of Mice and Men, Romeo and Juliet, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, selected poems, and The House on Mango Street.  Written assignments are both creative 
and analytical.   
 
 Briefly, here is a list of what I expect from you: 
• reading assignments for each block meeting, approximately 40 pages - so you must pace yourselves 

in between meetings.  For shorter classes on Friday, assignments are shorter. 
• analytical and creative papers, word processed. Short homework assignments - those less than one 

page long - may be handwritten, neatly on ONE SIDE of the paper and IN INK and still DOUBLE-
SPACED. 

• reading quizzes (to ensure  good discussion in class) 
• class discussions and activities (Please participate!  If you are not much of a talker, be an active 

listener!  Body language tells a lot.  Don't slouch, sleep, or play dead.) 
• tests and in-class writing assignments 
• a final exam:  essay and objective (often written by you)  
• a binder for class notes, vocabulary lists, assignments, and handouts (Have one at our next meeting.  I 

will check for these!) 
• devoted daily attendance as well as devotion to the “Bi-Weekly Assignment Sheet” 
 
GRADES        
 I use points for arriving at grades.  Each assignment is worth a certain number of points.  Tests 
and papers are worth more than reading quizzes, but reading quizzes add up. At the end of a grading 
period, I simply divide the number of points you have by the total possible to arrive at your percentage.  
Grades are cumulative; your percentage at the end of each nine-week grading period determines your 
grade. Two nine-week quarters are worth 80% of your semester grade.  The final exam accounts for the 
remaining 20%.  This exam is designed to give you the chance to showcase your improved skills.  Track 
your progress on PowerSchool, and please check with me if you believe you see a recording error. 
 
 Assigned papers must come in on time.  I reduce grades on late work (unless there is a family 
emergency), and I put very few comments on late papers.  Deadlines are important in life.  Meet them 
even if you think what you've handed in is not perfect.  Rewrites are always welcome.  
  
 As much as I love email, I do not accept your homework or papers on email.  All too often, the 
burden of responsibility simply shifts to me if you claim to have emailed me your work (I’ve been burned 
often).  I want a hard copy of all assignments, unless there is an emergency which we have discussed.  
However, I am delighted to help you with thesis statesments and any other questions on email. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance is critical.  Coming in late is rude, disruptive and contrary to our mutual trust, 
a core value at CHS.  We need every minute of every block and our short time on Friday.  I often give a 
reading quiz at the beginning of the period; you may not make it up if you are late and miss it.  The same 
is true for tests and papers you miss due to skipping.  If you skip a class when a paper is due or we are 
having a test, I will call your parents to make sure you have an excused absence.    Breaks, we take 
together.  If you leave the room, respect other classes by staying quiet. 
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FINAL REMARKS 
 Cell phones are a fact of life but, using them, however discreetly, is not allowed in class unless I 
assign you a phone-related task.  Let me know if a family emergency will necessitate your receiving a 
call, and then take it in the hall.  Texting  suggests that you are not interested in the class, not engaged, 
and intellectually absent.  Your class participation grade (approximately 15-20% each nine week marking 
period) will reflect this behavior.  I have no problem with coffee and pop, but I don't do the clean up.  
Feel free to suggest a snack, especially if you can think of one that connects well to our readings.  I will 
provide canned beans when we get to Of Mice and Men.  There’s nothing like a can of beans at 8:30 a.m.! 
 
 On a very serious note, I have a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism; plagiarised papers will result 
in a zero for the assignment and a conference with you, the dean, your parents, and me.  In college, you 
are expelled for plagiarism.  We will discuss just what plagiarism is.  If you feel desperate about an 
assignment, call me for help.  Never go to the Internet for Sparknotes as a SUBSTITUTE for reading an 
assignment, or for other people’s analyses for your papers.  Your voice is the only one I want to hear in 
your papers. 
 
 This is a fun class. I want everyone to enjoy the readings, learn to write great papers, bond with 
and respect your classmates, and bask in the trust and responsibility so crucial at CHS.  Welcome to room 
303, a home away from home. 
 


